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Angela Lyn & Guo Guozhu: ‘Constructs of Belonging’

On view: 13 March — 14 April 2026
E.SCAPE Art Space, No. 3, Lane 40, Wukang Road, Shanghai

Opening Preview: 2-8pm, Thursday 12 March 2026

E.SCAPE Art Space is pleased to present ‘Constructs of Belonging', a collaborative exhibition by
Swiss-based Anglo-Chinese artist Angela Lyn and Xiamen-based photographer Guo Guozhu.

Bringing together Guo’s photography and Lyn’s cross-media installations, the exhibition approaches
home through its negative space—examining what remains and what echoes as our sense of home
and belonging begins to shift and dissolve. Spanning three floors of the restored 1920s British villa
that houses E.SCAPE Art Space, ‘Constructs of Belonging’ engages with the building’s layered
history, using the space to examine the temporalities of home, domesticity, and urban change.

The exhibition moves through the material traces of habitation, dreamlike interiority, and the natural
world, unfolding across scales—from the intimate scale of lived objects to the broader forces of social
and environmental transformation. Their works are bound by a shared empathy across generations,
mediums, and geographies, reflecting the personal and the universal. In examining its ambivalences
and fragilities, Guo and Lyn propose home and belonging as something both shared and transient.

Across the exhibition, both artists attend to the residue of daily life, to the way memory lingers like a
dream that follows you into the day. From a lost shoe to cups left behind, everyday objects act as
markers and evidence of habitation, framing domestic material culture as witnesses to change.

Lyn incorporates such everyday materials into her installations, including personal items and objects
from her studio practice, often marked by use, bearing paintbrush wipes, stains, and traces of
handling. These materials are transformed into uncanny sculptures that evoke both familiarity and
strangeness, many featuring recurring motifs of hands, body parts, and ghostly figures. The word
‘uncanny’ derives from the German ‘unheimlich’, itself rooted in ‘heimlich’, whose meanings range
from homely (‘heim’ meaning home) and familiar to secretive and concealed. This tension resonates
throughout the exhibition: there is at once a sense of absence and presence, of the familiar unsettled.

In Guo's substantial photographic project ‘Abandoned’, he becomes a memory-keeper of the
vanishing villages of rural China, vacated in the wake of rapid urbanisation. His images of deserted
entrance halls and ancestral homes—rooms caught mid-exit—register the sudden suspension of
communal rural life. A calendar still pinned to the wall marks time abruptly interrupted. Home here is
not only a reflection of its former inhabitants, but a record of how spaces and lives have been shaped
by wider historical forces: the displacement of agricultural civilisation, the pressures of
industrialisation, urbanisation, and globalisation.

Time is thus material in this exhibition, with home as a site for examining temporality. This engagement
with duration deepens in Guo’s long-running series ‘Sleeping’, in which long-exposure photographs
capture a sleeping figure in bed at night, placed in dialogue with Lyn's ‘threshold'—a textile installation
of a bed constructed from translucent silk. Guo’s resulting photographs are soft and cloud-like,
dissolving the body into its surroundings in deliberate contrast to the crisp stillness of the interiors
they inhabit. Installed within rooms that were once themselves bedrooms, these works return the
space to something of its original purpose.
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This sense of return carries into ‘Lingering Garden’, in which interiors abandoned by farmers are
reclaimed by nature, folding personal history into a broader biography of place. This gradual return
finds resonance in Lyn’s close observations of nature, particularly of the century-old cedar trees
surrounding her studio on Lake Lugano in Switzerland. Landscapes are transformed into translucent
silk veils and suspended figures, dissolving boundaries between interior and exterior. Lyn's
attentiveness to the natural world serves as a means to reflect on the universal, the significance of
time, and what touches us in a world dominated by technology and the relentless production of the
new. Together, Guo and Lyn situate the home as a permeable space, always in conversation with the
environments, histories, and forces that sustain and outlast it.

‘Constructs of Belonging’ is presented as part of [ jia] _ 2 2026, E.SCAPE’s annual curatorial
project which unfolds across four interconnected chapters exploring different dimensions of the
concept. In Chinese, the character Z (jia) means home, but it also appears as a suffix for those who
devote themselves to a practice: £ (artist), TFF K (photographer), Z48% (dreamer), BHEZXR
(thinker). No longer merely a place, jia has evolved into something more expansive: a philosophical
space through which to reconsider our identities, our attachments, and the ways we inhabit the world.
Its meaning stretches beyond measure, oversized in the semiotic sense of our times. Comforting yet
complex, it holds memory, absence, experience, and imagination at once. Within this framework,
Constructs of Belonging reflects on whether home is formless or portable, inherited or constructed—
whether it is a place we return to, or something we become.

About the Artists

Angela Lyn (b. 1955, Windsor, England) is a Swiss-based Anglo-Chinese artist born to a Chinese
father and an English mother. She completed her studies in Fine Art at Southampton College of Art,
Byam Shaw (now Central Saint Martins), London, and the Master Class in painting at the
Kunstgewerbeschule Basel, Switzerland. Since 1994, having lived in the UK, the US, and Asia, she
has lived and worked in Switzerland. Within an extensive enquiry rooted in painting, Lyn weaves
together installation, sculpture, video, sound, and text, creating a coherence between Eastern and
Western cultures that runs across her practice. Her work has been exhibited widely across museums
and galleries internationally, and is held in collections including the Institute of Contemporary Art ICA
Miami, USA, the Kunstmuseum Thun, and the Museum of Art of ltalian-speaking Switzerland (MASI),
as well as numerous private and corporate collections in Europe, Asia, the USA, the UK, and the
Middle East.

Guo Guozhu (b. 1982, Yongchun, Fujian) graduated from the Department of Mechanics at
Nanchang Hangkong University and lives and works in Xiamen. Since 2002, his practice has centred
on space as both subject and method, beginning with individual experience and expanding outward to
social phenomenon. His work has been exhibited internationally at venues including CAFA Art
Museum, Beijing; Jimei x Arles International Photo Festival, Xiamen; Pingyao International Photography
Festival; and Photo London at Somerset House. His work is held in public collections including CAFA
Art Museum, Pingshan Art Museum, and HOW Art Museum, Shanghai. He was selected as one of the
Top 20 China Cutting-Edge Contemporary Photographers in 2015, and has been nominated for the
Prix Pictet Photography Prize, the Shpilman International Prize for Excellence in Photography, the Jimei
x Arles Discovery Award, and the Sovereign Asian Art Prize, among others.
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MR & BEF: (ARER)

FRHA: 2026%3H13H - 4H14H
E.SCAPEZAR=[8], LEHHER40FIS

HFEM%: 2026538120 28 F42-88

ESCAPEZAZRIMAZM (JFEEM), BENZARMRHEZEEARBERRKG R,

RERDBERNEZFmSMLENBENEEFREES , @IH"7TE (Negative

space) "SRRWRNEFA——HMHBANTIRMAB B GHIBFVEMRERT , FABETFR, t4aX
B4, REEBEEREN1920FRRAHNE (BIESCAPEZ AT BIFFTEM LB ERIR407F
35) M=EZTE, (AEEH) SXERRESNHLERANE , FAZTEREFAR. HKEE
E AR T RIET B 1%,

BREFTTEENYIRRLT. ZORNAOCERUKRBALYZE , RESFR——MNEZSY
A2 VREMSEREENEANE, MIHFERE—TEEER, E SR HIRRELE
, MIBEMASSHNER. BIHEAEFBEMESHSYE , BEFSHREREL , R5ABRE

HER , BEEER,

REBITRE , RUZARSRXEAEEENASR , XECIZNRABPBEREZFERNSG .
M—RBEXNEFIERETHNF , BEYREARERCIHE , BREVRXXCMERT
R DIEE

MEZHBEXLEHEMRRAMBNEER , SFE AR T EESEPNIYE , XEYRETE
HEEARD , HREBEENRKE. SRNEEMENE, XEMERERACHTIFRE , BEIRE
ABRNEREER , EPFZERRELHIF. SEFUMRBEMIAER. "&H" (uncanny)
—ia R B &i& unheimlich" , MEZA S XIRIE T heimlich" , FENE XM 'KEN" ("heim"BEHNRK)
MEEB , FRMAMEEEN, XMKNRFENRRE: FANEFEEE—MWRESEINRLE , —
AR Z VI (unsettling) B/ DL,

AFEEEREZIE (BIKR) F, AT PRERNEEERNNENICIZTIRE , XEN
FERPREREHUMAEES, MRERO=% ) TNEE——REAHEST B BEl gy 5 B ——
BRESNEREFNRARLE, —KMITEE ERNBHIRSERBEIATTEBEE, AR ,
AMUENEREEENRR , BEXNTESEFNAKE FRNHENEFMBSEHNIER: RiIkX
BARYIEME. TAkfb. Wi REIKURIES.

Eit , BEEAREEFRA—HME" , KN NER EIERZE, XX ERERERIR
NEDEFKECIERN RS CRFMEIE) FRLURK , Hi , KEERCHNERFHIE T REET
REBIAYD , HS5MAEYIIHE" (threshold) ———F A+ BEALFMZRNRBIRYIEE——RZAXY
iH FEFHIEFENRRFNNLR , BEEERTRABERES , SHUIIFMERNZERR crisp
stilness GAHMiEME) FEMZIEXNLL. XEFRRREERELEEENEEA , EMEE LiL=(E
[m)37 HIRIBTNEE,

EXMENIFESRE (RED P, RREREFNEARBAEIGE , B TOABLEMNE [ERIt
BEId, XEERIOITEMY B ANAEINRPHEIHE , K52 atinLt A InEHRE TEER
ERRLETESEN, SRMRBERUANFBEANLASHHNRFINAYLR , HETRINZEIFTIR.
M3TEAFRIXE, AR EEBEE. HEINEENE , URE—TBEKARM relentless
production of the new (RETKHT) ERMHRE , REBHAMETHNAOH—TSERN. 5
MERRREMA—NEBBENTIE , BASHELERAHBUENIFR. HEMAOEH#ITEX
-I'EO
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CIFEEM) REFE.SCAPE [jia]_=X 2026 FEXREMBEMN—E2 2, %W E R MEEXEH
REAN, REX—MIHNFELEE, TPXE, "R'EKEXRE, BEEtBEAI—ER, HIMTF
BLEXZHEFEMLEMA: SAK, BER. TEAKXR. BEXR, EFAENE—TE, BEEED
REA BENENX: — M MBEIEXREMEMARKNNES. BIMNMHKTURBIMBEETFHERASR
HHEZETE, EENBETRE, ERINNANFSEEX EEFoversized (EHMEKXK). ES
RINEIN EZ, RNAHEIZIZ. RE. fSRE58R, FIERA, (IBEW) RETREE=R
THENHAETN, BHRANEREWN—ER—1ENIEAMS, ERFENATURNE CHF
?0

XFEARR

MEHE (b.1955 , R=E) BREMIHNRBEFZAR , KERFEA , FEZREA, it
BEMTEWMZAFER. CHEFRBHZAFER MPREGTZASRITER) FIEK, H#
AT BERZASKITFRTREABAMLRIZE, B1994Fk , EFRETRE. EEMIMNZ
&, —EERTEENIF FEUSENEMNT ZRERS , MREERE. HBE. &
AEMXARA—E , FHEERPOIEHRAAXKZENMIE, tFRBEERRSIEYIE
MER ZRY , AREETEEXELNZINZAFE R, WTERZAEYE. FINENA
SAREYIE , DR, TN, EE. REMFRRERSTHAM B E.

BEHE (EEXE) (b.1982, BEXE) RUTFEMEMTAFENMER , MEZFIHETEIT. B
2002F LASK, MBYSSEUEEWEAEEM A , MMEERTE% , RIMERELZIUR. tBE
mBEECEEREL , SFIRAREARFREANE. BEIEEMARPERETE. TEEFR
FARRE. URECHFEREFEMPhoto Londontd i w, EfFmR AHIWE EIEPRERFFER
IB. HIEARE. EBREANEF, MENZ2015FPEIREHHTOP20 , HEIR1FPrix
Pictet@RRIE R ShpilmanEfFRF EMRER. SRR AIRIER K Sovereign NH I
ZARRIERF,
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